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DESCRIBE THE PRESEMNT AND ORIGINAL {if known} PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

The Halsted House is a detached brick residence in a mixed style. The

massging with sharply pointed bay windows on - the front and the intricate
designs in corbelled brick associated with the cornices and chimneys of
the side elevations is generically Queen Anne. The strictly formal Froni

elevation, antithetical to that style, derives from Sullivan's French trgining.

The general simplificaticn and clarity of the facade is probably also
Sullivan's own contribution as are certain details: the ornamentation
of the front and rear dormers, the cornice of the second floor and the
window subdivisibns and mulliorns of the firsi floor.

Queen Anne irregularity is also mostly missing from the plan,
There is a central hall with a sitting room con the left {west) and a
parlor followed by the dining room cn the right (east). A stair hall
intersecting on the cross axis provides the only touch of irregularity.
At the left rear corner there is a large kitchen originally connected
with the dining room through a butler's pantry.

The second floor has two bedrooms on the front separated by a
chamber and two bedrooms at the rear separvated by a bath. The same
corner bedrooms are separated on the east by another chamber and on the
west by the min stairs and behind it toward the rear, a servant's stair-
case.

The foundation walls are rubble to grade and brick above. All
outside walls are sclid brick. In addition two brick cross walls run
longitudinally thru the house from front to rear on either side of the
central hall, These are interrupted, of course, for doors and the
staircase., The walls are carried up to a cornice at the front and rear
and, on the sides, to a richly decorated system of corbelled brick
surmounted by a diminutive rounded pediment connected in turn by arcades
to two massive chimneys on either side. The roof was slate, now
covered with tar paper.

Inside the ornamental and functional details are especially
interesting. 1In the sitting room on the left (west) there is a Queen
Anne fireplace framed up in wood with a mirror above and what appear
to be Lowe tiles below. In the parlorai the right is a fireplace of
nearly identical shape but decorated with carved-wood details in
Sullivan's ornamental style of 1881-83. The stair railings, generically
Queen Anne, are desipgned with a certain bulhous mannerism that identifies
them a&s Sullivan's work even though nons of his typical ornament is
associated with them., The wocd in the hall is oak; in the parlor it is
cherry. The moldings in the hall, parlor and sitting room, lncluding thy
shutters of the front windows, have typical period profiles and give no
evidence of being designed by Suliivan., The two carefully selected
stained glass windows on either side of the inner entrance door are of
very high guality but do not contain any of Sullivan's more original
ornamental. details. The superb stained-glass window at the head of the
stairs, in rich colors and abstract floral patterns, while probably

1 t 1 desiegned, by him. either.
selagted by Sullivan, 92°0."8% 2150at? BEVepiach So1Apeteld Mafvis
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with deteils of the 1860's or 1870's presumably installed at the time of
construction and selented from the catalogue of a company specializing
in fireplaces. The vpstairs fireplaces are ordinary marbie types of
1870's vintage, also presumably acquired as stock items.

HISTORY

The residence was designed ir the spring of 1687 by arshitect
Touis Sullivan, who, at that time, was in a 1/% ~ 2/3 partnership with
architect Dankmar Adler. The drawings, which survive as blueprints, are
accordingly labeled "D. Adler & Co.". References to the commission
eppeared in the American and Inland Architect's in the spring and summer
of 1883, TIts original address was 190 Belden and the cost, according
to the Amcrican Architect was %15,000, The house was occupled by Ann
Halsted when in May, 1884, information fer the Lakeside City Direciory
of that year was being compiled.

GPO $21-724



INSTRUCTIONS

E E

S

PERICD (check One ar More as Appropriate}

[ Pre-Columbian| {71 16th Century |_1 18th Century [ 20th Century
[T} 15th Century ] 17th Century ﬂ 19th Century
SFECIFIC DATE!S! (If Applicable and Known) 1883__1884
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Apprapriate)
Abor iginal ] Educuation [l Palitieal [} Urban Planning
[] Prehistoric ["| Enginaering ] Raligion/Phi. || Other ¢Specify)
"} Historic [ Industry loseophy
] Agriculture ] Invention [] Science
E Architectura {] Landscape 1 Sculpture
] Art Architecture [T Social/Humen-
[ Commerce [ Literature itorian
[[1 Communications [ Military [] Theater
[ Conservation [} Music [J Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANTCE

As the earliest remaining detached residence by Dankmar Adler and Louis
Sullivan, the house is of the greatest significance. 1In this building, whic]
survives without any important alterations, is recorded the transition from
period gyles to Sullivan's early modern aesthetic. There is no other
building standing today that can so effectively demonstrate the transition
to modern architecture in America. The building demonstrates that Sullivan?
architecture evolved out of contemporaneous historic styles. Tis brmal
planning derives from Sullivan's acadenmic training while its massing and
details refer to the then current Queen Anne style. Only in limited areas
do we recognize Sullivan's early modern design. The dormers at front and
rear and the rounded pediments on the sides contain his specially con-
ceived ornament, and even there, the differences between it and contem-
poraneous work is nct especially marked. The stair railings also surely by
him, can hardly be distinguished from Queen Anne work of the period. Only
in the fireplace of the parlor do we find Sullivan's personal ornament and
even there, it is integrated into a fireplace design that is otherwise
Queen Anne, as the entirely Queen Anne fireplace in the sitting room, of
neazly identical design, except for its ornament, so effectively demonstratles.

=

[¢:}

From this singularly important residence, Adler and Sullivan would go
on during the rest of the 1890's to create in gradual steps a new,
non=historical and thus "modern” architectural and ornamental style.




Morrison, Hugh, Louis Sullivan, 1935,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
R9-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
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forth by the National Park Service. The recomme nded
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National Register.
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Brief statement of significance: (include all names and dates)
Use additional sheets 1f necessary, Louis Sullivan] important as the beginning
of his modern style, National Register

Form prepared by:
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During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a
particular site. When £111ing out the Survey form, please list according to the
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being
completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's
task.
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